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A call came last year from a local school
“Could you come straight away if possible.
We've a strange hedgehog here that's waiting for yo u

As we don't really know what we should do”.

It was found in a hole around six feet deep,
About to be filled with........ concrete.
But was spotted just in the nick of time

By an eagle-eyed builder checking all was fine.

| got there as fast as | possibly could,
The outcome | feared was not looking good.
Probably traumatized down there day after day

But all being well it would soon be OK.

When | got there | couldn't believe my eyes,
She was totally white — well what a surprise!
As ‘albino’ hedgehogs are extremely rare

And one in a million to say would be fair.

She was cold and hungry and had very sore toes
Where she’d tried to climb out of the hole, | suppo se.
But remarkably well though, despite her ordeal

It was home to recuperate and a big slap- up meal.

Becky was soon in the peak of condition
So a good foster home now was my main ambition.
I chose her a place with the greatest of care

And she soon settled into her new home there.

A close eye was kept on this special one
Until it was clear hibernation had begun.
Becky curled up snug in her warm leafy den

Until the springtime sun shone once again.

The months went by and all seemed well,
But then for some reason we could tell
Becky wasn't doing as good as she should,

It was back to the hospital as quick as | could.

I had given her all the usual checks,
The medication was having no effect.
She just would not eat, | was getting worried,

So it was off to the vets with her | hurried.

The Vet scratched his head and said with a sigh
“A steroid injection is all we can try”.
She has an infection that won’t seem to clear,

It's all | can do for her now | fear”.

| had done everything | could possibly do,
But continued with treatment to help her pull throu
Then one day at feed time she seemed more keen,

The smallest improvement at last | had seen!

Becky continues to get better each day,
Albeit very slowly | have to say.
Albinos immune systems are to blame,

They don’t bounce back from illness the same.

She is such a fighter — but then so am |,
Sheer determination will help her get by.
Hopefully she’ll soon be as good as new,

Not six feet under just yet — no thank you!
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To Jane Shepherd for her time spent over the sum-
mer months shredding up newspapers for us which
we use as bedding for the hedgehogs. This has
saved us so much time!
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Newspapers, phone books, black bin bags, simall pack
boxes, bubble wrap and used jiffy bags areeddegs
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These slug pellets are
called Bio Slug Mini Pel-
lets and are made by PBI
Home and Gardens. We
are very concerned about
the new design—as shown
left. We think that the
picture of the hedgehog
and the wording ‘Support
your local hedgehog’ are
very misleading. These
slug pellets still contain
metaldehyde—a poison
which is toxic to wildlife
and pets. Our concern is
that hedgehog lovers will
see the picture of the
hedgehog on the label and

assume it is safe to use. MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS

We would just like to
confirm that this product is NOT wildlife friendly.
The Advertising Standards Authority and Trading Stan-
dards have already been notified of the concerns we have
for this product. Please do not use it.

HOGGIE NEWS is published by The Fylde Hedgehog Rescue Trust
9 Alisan Road, Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancs. FY6 7QF
TEL: (01253) 899404
Website : www.hedgehog-rescue.org.uk Email : janisdean@hedgehog-rescue.org.uk

The next issue of ‘Hoggie News’ will be out in Dece mber!

The contents of this newsletter including photograph s, all text and poems remain the property of Fylde H edgehog Rescue
and must not be reproduced in any form without permi  ssion. Copyright © 2005. All rights reserved.










