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ISSUE 3

As many of you will now be aware, Fylde Hedgehog Rescue is currently involved with
the rehabilitation and relocation of the hedgehogs from the islands of North and South
Uist and Benbecula off the north-west coast of Scotland. These hedgehogs were due to
be culled in spring but we hope they are now to be relocated throughout mainland Brit-
ain.

We have been called upon to act as a sub-distribution centre for St. Tiggywinkles. This
means that hedgehogs heading for relocation throughout north-west Lancashire will be
coming to us for release. This will be a huge task and consequently we are looking for
at least 50 safe areas in which to release these hedgehogs.

Can you help by providing us with a safe site in which to release a hedgehog? If so,
please read through the following list as it is essential that the following criteria are met.

1. The area must be free of badgers.
2. There must be no ground-nesting birds in the immediate area.
3. The area must not be prone to flooding.

4. There must be no use of slug pellets, weedkiller, pesticides, any chemicals or rat poi-
son in the vicinity.

5. The released hedgehog must have free, unrestrained access to an area the size of at
least 10 good sized gardens.

6. The release area must be well away from traffic and other dangers.

You may also be asked to monitor and provide post-release feedback on a released
hedgehog. This will be necessary to ascertain the level of success of this operation.

Each hedgehog will be tagged and released with a temporary nest box and a supply of
food.

As well as safe release sites, we are looking for volunteers to help when the time comes
with the transportation of these hedgehogs from the Rescue Centre to various release
sites throughout north-west Lancashire.

If you think you could provide us with a safe release area or could help with the trans-
portation of these hedgehogs please contact us.

UPDATE: 31st March. The latest news that | have on this situation is that all plans and
proposals have been rejected by the Scottish Natural Heritage, and that the cull of these
hedgehogs is due to commence on 7th April 2003. The consortium of organisations
working to try and rescue as many of these hedgehogs as possible is asking if anyone
is willing to help on the islands with the collection. If anyone is able to help particularly
during the months of April / May please contact me for a list of guidelines.

Contact details are on page 4.
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Due to the current crisis in the Scottish islands
* we have had to unfortu-
nately “put on hold” several
things including the making
* of nest boxes and feeding
3k stations. We hope to be
able give you details about
when they will be available
* in the next newsletter.

* Thank you to everyone for being so patient.
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We have lots of fundraising items

for sale listed on our web site at
www.hedgehog-rescue.org.uk

We are also now selling and auc-
tioning fundraising items on  Ebay .

If you take a look on the “How to
help/Gifts” page on our website and
click on the Ebay logo you will see
the current items we have for sale
or up for auction.

Please help to support our work.

Release of over—wintered hoggies

Spring came a little early this year, which was goo  d news for all the hoggies
that had been over-wintered. It meant that unlike previous years, they were
released a good six weeks earlier than normal. The se are the underweight
hedgehogs that were rescued in the latter part of | ast year. Most were born
September/October and didn’t have the time to gain  the optimum weight of
600 grams to be able to survive on their

own over the winter.months.

Already 42 have been released back into
the wild, and during the next two weeks
another 11 will join them.

Thank you to everyone that has over-
wintered a hedgehog for me. Without
your help my job would be all the more
difficult.

A big thank you to Maureen Hes-
mondhalgh (and her hubby Roy)
for hot-footing it all the way from
Cuerden Valley Park in Preston
with sunflower hearts for “Zoe”
hedgehog. “Zoe” is our permanent
stay resident born with severe co-
ordination problems. She has hi-
bernated over the winter months
in the Hospital Unit but since
awakening she has developed
quite a passion for these sunflower
hearts. She waits patiently for
them every morning for her break-
fast before she curls up in her nest
for the rest of the day. We were
about to run out, but after a des-
perate plea to Maureen via e-
mail—"Zoe’s” special breakfast is
now back on the menu!

Thank you Maureen!!
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Oh, | did so want a hedghog
to use the nest box in our yard,
| had made it out of felt
and some wood they said was hard.
At the bottom of the hedge
is where | placed her lovely home,
| was sure she would return there
when she’d finished her midnight roam.
! " | had left a dish of water
#$
and some food to make her fat,
% & ' ( ) | even used a special box so
the food couldn’t be eaten by a cat.
! So why didn’t she use the home?
. ) % ( 82 that | had made with so much pride,
I which | had filled with leaves and hay
and was so warm and snug inside.
)+ Then the lovely evening came
. that we had waited for.
There she was upon our lawn,
%
she was not alone no more.
]0 The joy of seeing Mrs Spikey
and her family made us smile.

For all the work that we put in

( Was really worth the while!
H )%
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HOW VERY TRUE!!!




THE FERRARI AUCTION

Our congratulations go to Jason Chalk from Bournemout
Dorset, who recently bid on our Ebay auction and won
at a Ferrari Track Day event including lunch and a
the circuit in a Ferrari F40. Jason’s very generou
of £150 will now go towards the purchase of a criti

This equipment will undoubtedly save the lives of m  any criti-
cally ill hedgehogs. It will be an invaluable piec e of equipment
for hedgehogs requiring intensive post-operative ca re, and will
also be an ideal environment as a Special Care Baby U nit for

rearing orphaned baby hedgehogs.

hin

a day out
drive round
s winning bid
cal care unit.

Thank you Jason—we know you were thrilled to bits t

o have
won this. Don’t forget—we want some piccies!!

Enjoy your day!
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A huge thank you to all the people that now support our work
with a monthly standing order.

Due to the current crisis concerning the
hedgehogs on the Scottish Islands and
our commitment in helping to relocate
them, depending on further developments
there may be a slight delay in the publi-
cation of the next newsletter. Although
we will do our very best to get it out in
time, we hope you will understand the
reasons why should it be delayed.

HOGGIE NEWS

is published by Fylde Hedgehog Rescue.
9 Alisan Road, Carleton, Poulton, Lancs. FY6 7QF
TEL: (01253) 899404
E-mail: info@hedgehog-rescue.fsnet.co.uk
Website: www.hedgehog-rescue.org.uk

The next issue of HOGGIE NEWS will be out in the Summer!



