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A vet brought ‘Penny’ to us not knowing what was wrong with her and having no history as to the 
circumstances in which she was found.  She had no obvious injuries but seemed to have trouble with 

her balance, continually falling on 
her left side after walking only a 
few steps.  I decided to wait and see 
if she improved over the next few 
days. 
Maybe she had had a collision with 
something and just needed some 
time to recover.  Today, 3rd June 
whilst going about my regular 
chores in the hospital unit, I was 
about to clean out ‘Penny’s’ cage 
when I spotted something very tiny 
laid on its back amongst the shred-
ded paper.  Yes, ‘Penny’ had pre-
sented me with a litter of babies 
overnight and this one had fallen 
out of the nest and was now blue 
with cold. 

Panic stations set in rather quickly!  I carefully picked the baby up with a glove on so as not to leave 
any strange scent on him, quickly wrapped him in a fleecy bobble hat and put him into one of the inten-
sive care units to get him warm.  He was barely moving and at a guess I would say he was only an hour 
or so old.  Baby hedgehogs are born about an inch in length with their tiny prickles encased in a water 
sac which quickly disperses after one hour and then the tiny prickles can be seen.  It’s very rare to get 
the opportunity to see a newborn baby hedgehog and so I quickly took this photograph of him just 
before I returned him to his Mum.  You can just see the tiny prickles appearing.  I very carefully placed 
him underneath the shredded paper in the nest and then kept my fingers crossed.  Any disturbance of 
the nest could result in rejection of the babies or worse still, the Mum eating them as they were so 
young.  The next few hours were quite worrying.  I carefully listened for signs that all may not be well.  
Having checked for about the 50th time today I can now report that it looks like Mum has accepted her 
baby back and sounds like she is feeding him!  Thank goodness for that! 

The dangers of strimmers  
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HOGGIE NEWS is published by The Fylde Hedgehog Rescue Trust  

9 Alisan Road, Poulton-le Fylde, Lancs. FY6 7QF 

TEL: (01253) 899404  

Website: www.hedgehog-rescue.org.uk   Email: info@h edgehog-rescue.fsnet.co.uk 

The next issue of “Hoggie News” will be out in Sept ember! 
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

If your copy of “Hoggie News” has a cross 
below, it means that your membership is 

due for renewal.  If you have already paid, 
then please ignore and blame the com-

puter—not me! 
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To Baines High School, Poulton for coming 
to our aid and donating tins of cat food, bis-

cuits, nuts and towels for the hedgehogs. 

To Mary Parkinson from Preston for kindly  
sending us a sack of peanut granules again 

which the hedgehogs love! 

Jane Walton at Springdragon Bears for mak-
ing a unique hedgehog teddy for us to auc-
tion and raise funds from.  This can be seen 

on the ‘Gifts’ page on our website at: 

www.hedgehog-rescue.org.uk 

 

No Luck 

A Hedgehog poem by Bob Shields 

I thought I was a handsome boar 

As I travelled round from door to door. 

I snuffle about your yard each night 

You may see me sometimes in your light. 

 

But I often felt a lonely chap 

As I nibbled at this and sniffed at that 

A sweetheart I had hoped to meet 

So I could sweep her off her feet. 

 

I did have a girlfriend some time back 

On a moonless night that was really black 

She was nestling against the kitchen wall 

And she never said a word at all. 

 

I found her to be very prickly 

Our romance ended—oh so quickly! 

I told her things to make her blush 

  She turned out to be the backyard brush! 

 

So next time you see me on your lawn 

I won’t be there until early dawn 

I will scurry off in such a rush 

To find a hog that’s not a brush! 
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