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“Pet” hedgehogs have sadly become a very 
popular item in the US and now they are 
being sold in pet shops in Britain.  These 
hedgehogs are not like our European hedge-
hogs—these are African Pygmy hedgehogs 
being imported from South Africa. 

Recently it was brought to my attention 
that a “very small and very light coloured” 
hedgehog was found and handed in to a 
Rescue Centre in Yorkshire.  It turned out 
to be an African Pygmy hedgehog weighing 
only 300 grams.  Out in the wild she would 
have stood no chance whatsoever of surviv-
ing.  Our climate is completely different 

from where she originated from. The owner must have  got tired of her and had just aban-
doned her, leaving her to fend for herself. This hi ghlights the fears we had when we first 
heard about the “latest trend in pets”. Hedgehogs b eing imported and then sold as pets, and 
when their owners get tired or bored with them, the y simply release them and leave them to 
fend for themselves out in the wild, in what for th em is a totally unsuitable environment. 

All we can do is try to educate people that hedgehog s do NOT  make an ideal pet.  They are 
not soft and cuddly, they sleep all day, they have despicable table manners preferring to sit 
in their dinner while they eat it.  When they have finished eating they then use their dishes 

as a toilet—and sorry, yes it has to be said—they p ong a bit too.  But above all these are 
wild, free-roaming creatures that need their freedo m, not a cage. 

If anyone should see an unusually light-coloured he dgehog— WHATEVER THE TIME OF 
DAY —PICK IT UP IMMEDIATELY   and then contact the Rescue Centre. 

If it’s happened in Yorkshire it’s happening all ar ound the country, and these little mites 
will die if not rescued very quickly. 
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Ken Wilcock from Manchester for his generous donation. 

Sylvia Shepherd and family from Heysham for bringing us 2 car loads full of kitchen rolls, 
black bin bags and boxes of unwanted serviettes which were all destined for the tip.  (I 
know what you are thinking, but the serviettes are very useful for cleaning out cages!)  
Enough to keep us going for ages so thank you Sylvia! 

Ken and Moira Cotton for their continuous supply of newspapers and to Nathan, Mat-
thew and Michael for helping. 

Myra Tucker from Bristol for coming to our aid with a huge roll of bubblewrap! 

Mary Parkinson from Preston for kindly supplying us with a sack full of peanut granules 
for the hedgehogs! 

Mr Harvey and The Blackpool Attendance Centre for Young Offenders for kindly 
making for us a hedgehog nesting box and lots of feeding stations.  Thanks lads you’ve 
done a great job! 

To the gentleman who had everyone in his office shredding newspapers and came to our 
aid last week with 3 bin liners full! 

To everyone that has renewed their membership, we appreciate your  continuing support. 

And finally, thank you to the anonymous person who keeps leaving a tin of cat food for the 
hedgehogs outside my gate! 
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Perhaps not the most 
obvious choice to front 
a road safety cam-
paign, but two of our 
hedgehogs “did their 
bit” to help children 
stay safe now the dark 
nights are here.  
“Henrietta” and 
“Humphey” hedgehog 
paid a visit to Manor 

Beach School in Cleveleys on October 22nd to suppor t the “Be 
Safe, Be Seen” campaign.  Our prickly pair were the  stars of 
the Department for Transport’s new Lancashire County 
Council backed TV and print campaign.  The publicity aims to 
remind children to be visible when crossing the roa d and the 
TV advert can be seen regularly on ITV’s Channel4. 
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HOGGIE NEWS is published by Fylde Hedgehog Rescue.   

 9 Alisan Road, Carleton, Poulton, Lancs. FY6 7QF 

TEL: (01253) 899404  

Website: www.hedgehog-rescue.org.uk   Email: info@h edgehog-rescue.fsnet.co.uk 

The next issue of “Hoggie News” will be out in Spri ng / Summer! 

Previous issues are still available at a cost of 25 p each.  Please enclose a SAE. 

Please let me have any interesting or amusing stories, poems, pic-Please let me have any interesting or amusing stories, poems, pic-Please let me have any interesting or amusing stories, poems, pic-Please let me have any interesting or amusing stories, poems, pic-
tures or newspaper clippings etc about hedgehogs.  Stories about tures or newspaper clippings etc about hedgehogs.  Stories about tures or newspaper clippings etc about hedgehogs.  Stories about tures or newspaper clippings etc about hedgehogs.  Stories about 

the hedgehogs in your garden and how you care for them would be the hedgehogs in your garden and how you care for them would be the hedgehogs in your garden and how you care for them would be the hedgehogs in your garden and how you care for them would be 
of great interest to other readers.of great interest to other readers.of great interest to other readers.of great interest to other readers.    
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