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Please leave out 
a dish of water 
for the hedge-

hogs particularly 
during dry spells 
of weather.  This 
is the time of the 
year when there 

are nursing 
Mums . They will 
appreciate you 
leaving out a 

dish of cat food 
together with a 
dish of water.  
This will mean 
they can then 

spend more time 
taking care of 

their babies and 
less time search-
ing for food and 

water. 

 

Uist Hedgehog Rescue was formed by a number of orga nisations including B.H.P.S., 
Advocates for Animals, International Animal Rescue and St. Tiggywinkles Wildlife 
Hospital.  UHR arrived on the Uist islands in late March and during this time over 150 
hedgehogs were captured and the majority were able to be released on the mainland.  
Scottish Natural Heritage also captured between 50— 60 hedgehogs and these were 
culled. 

However, once the breeding season got underway both  UHR and SNH decided to call a 
halt because of the dangers of removing nursing mot hers and leaving dependant young 
behind to starve. Although SNH have stopped catchin g for 2003, they will resume in 
2004.  UHR will also be back in 2004 to capture and  relocate more hedgehogs. Talks 
are still continuing to persuade SNH not to cull an y hedgehogs captured in the future 
so UHR can relocate them on the mainland.   

The outcome of this is somewhat disappointing to sa y the very least, as Rescue Centres 
such as ours all around the country worked hard to prepare for a mass relocation.  But 
at least the remaining hedgehogs on the islands hav e a stay of execution….. for the 
time being.   
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My plea for volunteers to go out to the Western Isles to help with the collection of hedgehogs did not go un-
heeded.  I was contacted by Yvonne Turner from Thornton,  who didn’t think twice about giving up her Easter 
holidays to travel up to the Uist islands with her sister to help.                                                                              
It’s a good job Yvonne has a good sense of humour.  It’s not everyone’s idea of a good night out hunting for 
hedgehogs in a graveyard on Benbecula armed only with a torch!  Or to be suddenly faced with a sign in a 
field that reads - “Beware of the Bull!”  A very brave lady indeed!  But as Yvonne herself said—if she could 
save just one hedgehog then it was all worth it.  Well done Yvonne, and thankyou. 
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We are pleased to announce that our long awaited an d 
much needed recovery units have now been installed and 
are already housing casualties.   

They were kindly donated in memory of Mr Edward Tay-
lor of Rossendale, who sadly died last year in tragi c cir-
cumstances.  Now in place they will last us a lifet ime and 
help to save countless casualties in the years to c ome.  A 
special plaque is being made in memory of Mr Taylor , 
and this will be on permanent display inside the Ho spital 
Unit. 

We are very much indebted to Mr Taylor’s family and   
hope that Mr Taylor himself would have approved of 
these units.  Although I never met him personally, w hat 
a lovely kind gentleman he must have been. 
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Thank you to Maureen and Roy Hesmondhalgh 
of Cuerden Valley Park in Preston, for kindly 
donating their incubator.  I don’t think a day 
has gone by since it was donated that there has-
n’t been a poorly hedgehog in it, so thank you. 
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The spring and summer months saw the usual mass infl ux of orphans.  Baby hedgehogs that had either been  abandoned 
after their nursery nest had been accidentally dist urbed, or their Mum had been killed on the road.  Le ft to fend for them-
selves, these babies would not survive.  Some were made orphans when only hours old.  This poem, writte n by my very tal-
ented sister Sandra  is about one special orphan wh o made quite an impact during his stay here at the Rescue Centre.  His 

name was “Charley Farley” and the photograph was tak en when he was just twelve days old, his eyes had y et to open.  
“Charley” was one of the lucky ones—and was release d into a safe area back into the wild on August 5th . 

 

A scrap of life, all cold and wet, 

One of three hedgehogs sent from the vet. 

He was the smallest of the three, 

But tough as old boots he turned out to be. 

 

One by one the other two died, 

But Charley Farley – he survived! 

He needed another hedgehog around 

So a surrogate sibling was hastily found. 

 

If at anytime my voice was heard, 

He’d call out like a baby bird. 

He needed constant loving care, 

He’d climb on my shoulder and fall asleep there! 

 

He was none too keen on baby food, 

It would always cause an instant mood. 

He needed some solids, but was having none, 

So panic stations had now begun. 

 

A Farley’s rusk might do the trick – 

Yes!! ……. Charley Farley ate every bit! 

He grew at an alarming rate 

But still would not eat off a plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

He loved my attention and being fussed, 

Getting his own way he had now sussed. 

A very demanding hedgehog was he, 

And what a character he could be. 

 

But soon he was big enough to go, 

As he was getting too tame, and so 

An enclosed garden must be found, 

To be released in, all safe and sound. 

 

I wondered how he would cope in the wild, 

Used to “the good life” was putting it mild! 

But two weeks on while checking him found 

A totally different hedgehog sound! 

 

He was huffing and puffing as if to say - 

“Get your hands off me and get out of my way!” 

I needn’t have worried, Charley Farley was fine, 

In fact he was having a whale of a time. 

 

Of the hundreds of hedgehogs I’ve had in my care, 

Charley Farley  “with attitude” is way up there. 

Against all odds he had pulled through, 

And this is why I must do what I do. 

 

So, when times get tough and I can’t go on, 

I think of Charlie, the “special one”. 

I’ll always remember him with a smile, 

And that’s what makes it all worthwhile. 
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HOGGIE NEWS is published by Fylde Hedgehog Rescue.   

 9 Alisan Road, Carleton, Poulton, Lancs. FY6 7QF 

TEL: (01253) 899404  

Website: www.hedgehog-rescue.org.uk   Email: info@h edgehog-rescue.fsnet.co.uk 

The next issue of “Hoggie News” will be out in Dece mber! 

Previous issues are still available at a cost of 25 p each.  Please enclose a SAE. 
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We now have hedgehog feeding stations for sale.  A simple but very 
effective way of making sure your visiting hedgehog gets the food 

you leave out for him, and not the neighbourhood moggies! 
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