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ISSUE 2

It can hardly have escaped anyone’s notice aboutth e plight of the hedgehogs on the Scot-
tish islands of North and South Uist and Benbecula. These islands are important breeding
areas for Britain’s wading birds which are especial ly vulnerable because they lay their eggs
in nests on the ground. Because of the dramatic dr  op in the numbers of birds on these is-
lands, the decision has been made by the Scottish Na  tural Heritage to cull more than 5000
hedgehogs when they awake from hibernation in the s pring.

Animal welfare groups at the forefront in trying to avert this mass slaughter include St Tiggy-
winkles, the British Hedgehog Preservation Society an d Advocates for Animals, and they will
be holding a meeting with the Scottish Natural Herit age next month to hopefully finalise
plans to try and save these hedgehogs and get them relocated on the mainland. Having spo-
ken directly to St. Tiggywinkles and the B.H.P.S, we at Fylde Hedgehog Rescue have offered
to help in any way we can with the collection and transportation of the hedgehogs from the
islands, and with the relocation and rehabilitation into safe release areas throughout north-
west Lancashire.

We are looking for volunteers to help with the reha  bilitation of these hedgehogs and at least
fifty suitable safe release sites. Volunteers must be willing to monitor and provide post re-
lease feedback on any released hedgehog. Thisinfo  rmation will be collated from rescue
centres nationwide, and will provide a valuable ins ight as to the level of success of this op-
eration.

Hopefully this evacuation will take place in the sp ring, and when it does it will need to be
done quickly and be well organised. We need to be ready with volunteers in place when
asked to help. Nothing on this scale has ever been attempted before and probably will never
happen again.

If anyone can help us with transport, rehabilitatio n or provide us with a suitable safe release
site, please get in touch. You will be asked to com  plete a short questionnaire.

“Errol " and read his story on page 3.

Every hedgehog that passes through our
doors is special—but now and again we get
one that is just a bit more special! Meet little




This poem was sent in by Sophie Heppell aged
10 years

Soggy little hoggy

Plodding on the leaves
. leaves crunching on the ground
K nowing the fears all around

You never know what scent you leave!

Friendly rabbits race along
Running so fast they can't stop
I'n the mist

Ever lasting the road goes on
Never leading to an end

Don’t want to stop this vision

Soggy little hoggy!
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The Hedgehoq’'s Year

February and March. Hedgehogs are approaching the end of their hibernat ion. They will
have used up their fat reserves and may weigh only  half of their pre-hibernation weight.

April.  Hedgehogs will be active now, searching for food to build up their strength.

May. This is the start of the breeding season and hedgeho g courtship rituals begin, often ac-
companied by a lot of hissing, snorting and head bu tting as the female plays hard to get!

June. The babies are born after about four weeks. They are pink when they are born and get
their first spines (which are white) within hours. The hoglets are born blind and deaf.

July. When the babies are about five to six weeks old the y begin to leave the nest with their
Mum while she teaches them to forage for food.

August. The young hedgehogs leave their nest and become ful ly independent at eight
weeks old.
September. Hedgehogs will be eating as much as possible to bui Id up their fat reserves.

Youngsters born as late as this will struggle to su  rvive on their own.

October. Hedgehogs begin to look for a suitable nest site to  build their winter nest.

November. As the weather gets colder, some hedgehogs may alrea dy be hibernating.
Others will be active, searching for much needed fo od to help them survive the winter.

December and January. Hedgehogs now in hibernation. They may wake during  mild
spells of weather to look for food. As the winter p rogresses, their fat reserves are used
up and their body weight will drop.




With the late Autumn months come all the under-

weight hedgehogs. It's these hoggies that are born late
on in the year that don’t have the time to putont he
optimum weight of 600 grams to be able to survive h i-
bernation. They need to be taken in and kept warm

and well fed over the winter months—and so came
“Errol”. He was found wandering along a busy main

road late one afternoon in the pouring rain. Someon e
very kindly picked him up and brought himtous. L  it-
tle “Errol” only weighed 190 grams and was in quite  a
sorry state. He was extremely thin and undernour-

ished and had severe mite infestation, his little b ody
was covered in scabs and sores. He had no fur on h is
tummy or on one side of his face, and half his spin es
were missing. He was given warmed subcutaneous
fluids and put into an incubator. The mites would be
dealt with the following day—the priority wasto ge t
him stabilised and warm. “Errol” ate quite wellov  er-
night which is always a good sign, and so he was

started on his treatment to get rid of the mites—th e
first of 4 baths in a special solution. He was def initely "
not impressed with the indignity of having to have  a # $
bath—he looked even more pathetic when he was wet! % &

Now halfway through his treatment, he is improving '
with every day. He will remain in the care of the  Res-
cue Centre right through the winter months and hope -
fully be released back into the wild in the spring.
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All fundraising efforts will get a spe
in HOGGIE NEW S!

Another big thank you to Baines High School,
Poulton for helping us yet again by raising the
“Errol” - halfway through his treat- funds from a table top sale to buy two electric

ment and already looking and feel- heat mats. These are now in constant use and

ing much better now - thank you! are keeping two lucky little hedgehogs nice and
warm over the winter months!
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It's important that we provide food all wihéehéolgehogs.
Hibernation is not continuous and hedgehogs wpl wa
during a mild spell of weather and look f@afiofaehd is
not very practical at this time of year sartgydageany of
the following:

Crushed peanuts, sunflower seeds, raisindpdd;, dajes-
tive biscuits, crushed Weetabix or Alpen. dlker8pskes
Dinner available in dry biscuit form which reliyethog




It is important that we take care

5 & of our dwindling hedgehog popu-
" - lation. Flooding is taking a

# $ % & heavy toll on the numbers of
5 5 hedgehogs. Try making a safe,

dry hedgehog nesting area in

8 8o

your garden for hedgehogs to use
e ¢ over winter.
8 8o

Just heap a pile of logs in a sheltered part of you r garden
5 5 that is not prone to flooding, leaving a small hole  under-
neath. Cover with a sheet of plastic and allow itt o be

i i rained on a couple of times to ensure that it remai  ns dry
1 "#$ i
5 5 underneath. Then stuff with dry leaves, barley str  aw or
" % & ' 3 shredded newspaper and wait for a passing hedgehog to
take up residence. Hedgehogs rouse all winter long espe-
% % 8 cially when the weather is mild, so it is never too late to
. cC 3 build a hibernacula for them.
o t ) o We are hoping to have our
own specially designed
T P ( 5 hedgehog nesting boxes and
5 5 feeding stations available
’ shortly. Look out for details
5 5 of these in the next issue of
PN A AR PR PSS RSN PR AN PSR BRSPS BYR PS Hoggie News.

Our recently launched Membership Scheme is doing
very well. Thank you to everyone that has so farb e-
come a member.

Standard membership for one year is ....... £15

Junior membership for one year (under 14) is....... £10

You will receive a membership card, regular copies of
“Hoggie News”, free admission to our Open Day and f ree
entry into our Xmas prize draw.
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If you too would like to become a member of FHR plea se
ring us for an application form.

HOGGIE NEWS s published by Fylde Hedgehog Rescue.
9 Alisan Road, Carleton, Poulton, Lancs. FY6 7QF
TEL: (01253) 899404
E-mail: info@hedgehog-rescue.fsnet.co.uk
Website: www.hedgehog-rescue.org.uk

The next issue of HOGGIE NEWS  will be out in the Spring!



